Somer Valley Enterprise Zone (SVEZ) First Public Engagement 
The initial public engagement took place between 19th May 2022 and 30th June 2022. The engagement was widely publicised via B&NES press releases, site notices, letters to neighbouring residents, social media posts and a newspaper column within the Midsomer Norton Journal. 
The project team held a public webinar on 19th May, which had 41 attendees and 336 views within the engagement period.  Project boards and hard copy questionnaires were installed within Midsomer Norton Library, Radstock Library and Paulton Library for the length of the engagement period. Overall, 29 hard copy and 106 online questionnaires were submitted. 

Engagement Results 
The data set out in the following graphs collates the questionnaire responses received during the engagement period.

Over 90% of the respondents to the engagement questionnaire were local residents. The project team will continue to take steps to ensure a greater range of people are engaged during the Local Development Order consultation, including local business owners. 

The graph above records the percentage of those who would be interested at working on the SVEZ site. Please note that 15% of respondents stated they would not work on site as they are at or above retirement age. Others stated that they were happy with their current positions so would not need to relocate their employment to the site. 

The general consensus of the questionnaire responses was that industrial heritage should be reflected within the design of the site. A key theme throughout responses was based on the requirement to include references to the mining heritage of the local area.  

Respondents were able to record their preferences for the type of materials they wished to see used on site, with brick and timber coming through as the most popular. A popular material suggested was the use of local stone.  




A high proportion of respondents stated that they strongly disagreed with the proposed layout of the site. The majority of these responses were based on disagreement with the original policy allocation as a whole and not the proposed illustrative masterplan. The same can be said for the responses to the appropriateness in the local context shown in the graph below. 
The site has been allocated for employment use since 2007; the aim of this consultation was to gather consultee views on the proposed masterplan and allow residents to input on the design of the site. 

Similarly, the majority of those who did not believe that the heights were appropriate were also not in favour of the development itself.   The impact of the buildings within the landscape will be measured through a Landscape Visual Impact Assessment as part of the Local Development Order (LDO) submission to the Local Planning Authority (LPA).


Respondents were clear that green infrastructure is an important aspect of a new development and that this should be demonstrated through the options presented above. The development is set to be a ‘park within a park’ with green infrastructure being a pivotal part of the project.



The following graphs reflect the opinions of the public regarding the potential highways updates at the Somer Valley Enterprise Zone. It should be noted that the majority of those who do not support any of the highways mitigations say so in rejection of the scheme itself opposed to the potential highway improvements directly. 











Project Updates Following Consultation  
Illustrative Masterplan
The following images show the original illustrative masterplan and the amended illustrative masterplan following the informal public engagement, with changes made to the southwestern boundary of the site, in direct response to the feedback received following a residents meeting.
[image: Aerial view of the projected Somer Valley Enterprise Zone, when completed.]
Illustrative masterplan prior to public engagement 
[image: Revised aerial view of the Somer Valley Enterprise Zone ]
Illustrative masterplan following public engagement
Highways Updates
A number of highways updates/changes will take place to support the site and the surrounding areas. The most significant highways mitigations proposed include:
· SVEZ Roundabout: In response to residents input the design for the entrance roundabout has been amended to reduce the diameter to 40m, from 45m
· Sunnyside: The A362 at Sunnyside Cottages will be realigned to allow for the retention of the on-street resident parking and have two lanes to improve the flow of traffic. And the speed limit along the A362 is proposed to be reduced and regularised.
· Thicket Mead Roundabout: Options to improve the traffic flows through the intersection have been reviewed and workshopped with BANES highways.
· East Cycle Track: The east cycle track leading from the SVEZ to the Norton Radstock Greenway is now designed to have segregated walking and cycling lanes where the constraints allow.



Do you agree that the layout of the site is appropriate?

Strongly agree	Agree	Neither agree or disagree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	No answer 	5.1094890510948909	16.788321167883211	15.328467153284672	6.5693430656934311	52.554744525547449	3.6496350364963499	Level of agreement 


Percentage of responses



Do you feel the proposed heights are appropriate in the local context? 

Yes	Not sure	No 	No answer	22.962962962962962	13.333333333333334	58.518518518518512	5.1851851851851851	Response 


Percentage of Responses 



How important do you think green spaces and landscaping are in new developments?

Very important	Quite important	Somewhat important	Not important	No answer	84.444444444444443	5.1851851851851851	3.7037037037037033	2.2222222222222223	4.4444444444444446	Response 


Percentage of Responses 



How do you think green infrastructure should be represented within this proposal?

Trees	Plants and shrubs	Open spaces	Benches	Other 	107	92	95	60	9	Green Infrastructure Options 


Number of Responses 



Do you feel that the proposed mix of uses is appropriate? 

Yes	Not sure	No 	No answer	22.222222222222221	15.555555555555555	57.777777777777771	4.4444444444444446	Response 


Precentage of Response 



A cycle track between the SVEZ and Norton Radstock Greenway 

Support	Partially support	Not sure	Do not support	No answer	60.9375	3.90625	7.03125	19.53125	8.59375	Response 


Percentage of Responses



A walking and cycling link to Old Mills Lane 

Support	Partially support	Not sure	Do not support	No answer	58.518518518518512	8.1481481481481488	3.7037037037037033	21.481481481481481	8.1481481481481488	Response 


Percentage of Response



A consistent speed limit in Farrington Gurney

Support	Partially support	Not sure	Do not support	No answer	56.296296296296298	10.37037037037037	7.4074074074074066	18.518518518518519	7.4074074074074066	Response


Perentage of Response 



Widening of the A362 as it passes on-street parking at Sunnyside 

Support	Partially support	Not sure	Do not support	No answer	51.851851851851848	6.666666666666667	7.4074074074074066	24.444444444444443	9.6296296296296298	Response Type 


Percentage of Response 



New pedestrian crossings close to the site 

Support	Partially support	Not sure	Do not support	No answer	51.851851851851848	8.8888888888888893	5.9259259259259265	21.481481481481481	11.851851851851853	Response Type 


Percentage of Responses 



New bus shelters close to the site 

Support	Partially support	Not sure	Do not support	No answer	48.148148148148145	9.6296296296296298	7.4074074074074066	22.962962962962962	11.851851851851853	Response Type 


Percentage of Responses 



New roundabout access junction, straightening out exisiting A362 alignment 

Support	Partially support	Not sure	Do not support	No answer	38.805970149253731	9.7014925373134329	11.194029850746269	29.850746268656714	10.44776119402985	Response Type


Percentage of Response



Mitigation of traffice issues in the wider vicinity of the site 

Support	Partially support	Not sure	Do not support	No answer	54.13533834586466	6.0150375939849621	11.278195488721805	18.045112781954884	10.526315789473683	Response Type


Percentage of Response 



Basis of Interest of Respondees 

Resident	Councillor (or ex)	Developer	Business Owner	Other	91.056910569105682	3.2520325203252036	0.81300813008130091	2.4390243902439024	2.4390243902439024	Respondee Type


Percentage of responses 



Would you be interested in working at the site? 

Yes	Not sure	No 	No answer	2.9629629629629632	14.814814814814813	78.518518518518519	3.7037037037037033	Response 


Percentage of Response 



How important do you think it is to reflect the industrial heritage of the Somer Valley in the proposed design? 

Very important	Quite important	Somewhat important	Not important	No answer	37.037037037037038	21.481481481481481	19.25925925925926	17.777777777777779	4.4444444444444446	Level of Importance 


Percentage of Responses



What type of external materials would you like to see on the site? 

Brick	Timber	Metal	Other	No answer	41	60	9	23	11	Material Types 


Number of responses 
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