
Letters and Sounds Overview

Below outlines the order your child will be learning letters and
sounds. Remember each child learns at a different speed.

Phase

1

Begin to blend words orally

Begin to segment words orally

Phase

2

s a t p i n

m d g o c k

ck e u r h b

f  ff l ll ss

Phase

3

j v w x y z zz qu

ch sh th th ng

ai ee igh oa oo (look) oo (moon) ar or

ur ow oi ear air ure er

Phase

4

Blend and read words containing adjacent consonants e.g.

best, paint, glad, fresh

Segment and spell words with adjacent consonants

Phase

5

ay oy wh a-e

ou ir ph e-e

ie ue ew i-e

ea aw oe o-e

au u-e

Phase

6

To spell past tense words correctly by adding ed, e.g.

jumped: d, e.g. lived or doubling the final consonant e.g.

hum becomes hummed

Add alternative suffixes correctly e.g. ing, er, est, ful,

ly, y

Phonics

Where it all begins…..



Reading and Phonics

Phoneme – the smallest unit of sound in a word. There are approxi-

mately 44 phonemes in English. A phoneme may be represented by one,

two, three or four letters: to, shoe, through

If you are not sure of your sounds then go the website

www.oxfordowl.co.uk

Some words cannot be sounded out, these are called ‘red words’ or

‘tricky’ words such as said, they, were.

Try using sound talk at home and reading words together when you are

out and about, making sure you break the words into their sounds.

Games to help with Reading

 Bingo and pairs using words from a book you have been reading

together.

 I Spy

 Share stories regularly or make up stories based on one you

have been reading. They do not have to be long!

 Make words (both real and made up) using letter cards or mag-

netic letters.

 Ask questions—check understanding.

 Ask—what do you think might happen next?

Reading Time

Set aside a reading time when you feel your child will be most engaged

with reading. This maybe after breakfast or just before bed, each

child is different. Your child does not need a book that has lots of un-

known words; they should be reading the majority of words. Reading is

a tough skill to master so lots of praise is needed!

The 44 phonemes and representative words:
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