
 

 An overview of the BNG process



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Biodiversity Gain Information  

Required at submission of application 

Biodiversity Gain Plan 

To be approved prior to commencement 
Measurable and appropriate net gain sought for Minor application and minimum of 

10% required for Major applications 

Available information will be used to determine the biodiversity value of the site prior 

to unauthorised activities having been undertaken. Appropriate levels of habitat 

compensation and BNG will be required and must be provided within a reasonable 

timeframe of any retrospective permission being granted. 

Legal Agreement  

 

Biodiversity Gain Information  

Required at submission of application 

Biodiversity Gain Information  

Required at submission of application 

EXEMPT from 10% net gain 

Must deliver proportionate species 

and/or habitat enhancements 

EXEMPT from 10% net gain 

Applicants should be aware that any subsequent planning 

application will have to comply with BNG requirements 

 

Measurable and 

appropriate net gain 

sought using Small 

Sites Metric 

Minimum of 10% net gain 

required using main metric 

(3.1 or latest update) 

Permitted 

Development 

Householder Change of Use Minor Major Outline  Reserved 

Matters 

Determine Application Type 

Retrospective  

(After 30 January 2020) 

Measurable and appropriate net gain 

sought for Minor application and 

minimum of 10% required for Major 

applications 

Measurable and appropriate net gain 

sought for Minor application and 

minimum of 10% required for Major 

applications 

Biodiversity Gain Plan 

To be approved prior to commencement 

Preparing Biodiversity Gain Information  

Map the baseline & use metric to assess pre-development biodiversity baseline 

Apply mitigation hierarchy to minimise site losses 

Set out proposed approach to on-site biodiversity gains (retention, replacement, and enhancement) 

Identify any off-site biodiversity gains proposed for the development and your off-site location 

Use Metric to value retained, replacement and enhanced habitats; calculate on-site gains achieved; and guide and 

calculate off-site gains needed. 

Preparing Biodiversity Gain Plan  

Secure and allocate any claimed gains (both on-site and off-site), including the point in the development process 

that these gains are to be delivered  

Describe how enhancements will be managed and monitored 

Refine the Biodiversity Gain Information to reflect the approved development scheme 


